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Why EE Associations are important to
the Pacific Northwest

Many of you wonder what the EE
Associations can do for you. Besides the
resources you gain with the information
from a comprehensive newsletter, web
information, networking and a stunning
annual conferences. Why should one
become a member of an EE association?
What will it do for you?

The way I can answer that is that the
associations are about voice. Many voices
assembling and being heard and express-
ing their support for environmental
education. Voices that talk about and
support the good work that each of you
does. Voices that help to move forward
legislation and funding to support
environmental education activities at the
national, state and local levels. Individu-
ally we make in-roads and change, but
when we combine our efforts the effects
are even greater. Funding for many
different activities are given greater
priorities in our statehouses and by our
elected officials when our numbers are
strong. We are heard. When asked how
many members we have it is impressive.
Wouldn't it be more impressive if we had
twice or three times the numbers of our
current membership? It is in all of our
best interests to renew our memberships
and to encourage others to join us in our
work of promoting environmental
education collectively.

The state associations share informa-
tion and synergy with one another. In the
Pacific Northwest the associations talk to
one another, share ideas and help each
other with the challenges we all face. Last
year Oregon and Washington held a joint
conference that was a fabulous success for
each organization and for the region. We
share information, challenge and support
one another and help people connect to
one another. We can continue to explore

new ways of interacting and sharing
information and skills amongst our
organizations. Together we are stronger
and in a better position to advance
environmental education significantly in
the next few years.

What can you do?
Remain current in your member-

ships, join the board of your state associa-
tion, help out with the conference, and
give us ideas about the directions you
want your association to go in. Working
together and thoughtfully anything is
possible.

Robert Olson
President EEAW
Spokane, WA
robert@arrowroot.net
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The tragic events
of September 11, have caused me to be
more reflective of the merit of the work
that I do in my professional and personal
life. One professional commitment that I
do not have any second thoughts about is
my work with EEAO to help build
capacity for environmental education in
Oregon and the Pacific Northn,est. This is
enjoyable and rev,,arding in part because
of the fantastic voiunteer Board that is
dedicated, professional and funl There
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